
 
 

USTA/Midwest Section Junior Tournament Basics 
Common Questions, Rules & Regulations 

 
 
 

 
An important stage of player development is for players to advance through a series of tournaments at 
different levels of competitive tennis.  Following are the levels, each increasing in difficulty as the player 
progresses: 
 

• District level - This level is for local competition and players, but events are normally open to 
players from other districts. 

• Sectional level - This level includes the following states in the USTA/Midwest Section:  Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin, as well as parts of Kentucky and West Virginia.  These 
events include players from each District within the Section and may be open to players from 
outside the section. 

• National level - Encompasses the United States.  These events include players in 12-18 age 
divisions from each USTA section.  USTA National Championships have restrictions on the 
participation of players who are not U.S. citizens or permanent resident aliens. 

 
 
Common Questions 
 
1. What is a sanctioned tournament?   

A sanctioned tournament is one that is approved by the USTA. The club, organization, or person 
running the tournament has paid a sanction fee to the USTA and agrees to run the tournament 
following USTA Tournament rules and regulations. 

 
2. I understand there are some USTA/Midwest Section tournaments that are “open” and some 

that are “closed.”  What is meant by “open” and “closed” tournaments?   
An “open” tournament is one that is open to any USTA member that meets the age and gender 
requirements for that tournament.  Entries to “closed” tournaments are restricted, normally by a 
requirement of residency within a specified geographic area.  Some tournaments also require that a 
player be endorsed for participation by the player’s District or Section. 

 
3. How do I determine in what age division my son or daughter may participate?   

A junior may compete in an age division up to the first day of the month in which they were born.  For 
example, if a junior player turns 11 on December 10th, the junior may play the 10 & Under division 
until November 30. With the exception of Earned Advancement tournaments, juniors may play “up” in 
any older age divisions; however, they may not play in a younger age division once they have “aged 
out”. 

 
4. How many matches will my child play in a tournament?  

This depends in part on how many players are entered in the tournament, how well your child plays, 
and the type of consolation draw. The following are a few examples of consolation draw types:  

• Compass Draw: refers to a tournament format in which players are guaranteed to play four or 
more matches even if they lose all their matches.  

• Round Robin: refers to a tournament format in which players compete against each player in 
their draw, regardless of results. 



• Feed-In Consolation (FIC): refers to a special form of consolation draw in which the losers from 
the main draw are fed back into another draw against players who lost in earlier rounds of the 
tournament. 

• First Match Consolation (FMC): This is a consolation draw in which only the losers in the first 
round or match are entered into the consolation draw.  

 
 
5. How do I get my child involved in tournaments? 

See answers to the following questions below: 

a. How do we find out where and when junior tournaments are held?   
Complete tournament schedules are available on the TennisLink online registration 
system.  You can also find tournament information (and links to TennisLink) on the 
USTA/Midwest Section website. 

b. How do I learn more about using TennisLink? 
Information about how to use TennisLink is available from the USTA/Midwest Section 
website here:  http://www.midwest.usta.com/USA-Team-Tennis/13057_TennisLink/  

c. How do I enter my child in a tournament?  All players must sign-up via the TennisLink 
online registration system. Be sure to have your USTA Membership number and credit 
card ready when you register. 

d. How do I find out the start-time of my child’s first match?  This information, including other 
details regarding each tournament is found on the specific tournament homepage on the 
TennisLink registration system.   
 

e. Should my child bring anything special to a tennis tournament?  In addition to tennis 
rackets, your child should bring a water bottle, sunscreen, a towel, extra t-shirts/tops, and 
tennis court appropriate shoes.  If you think your child will be playing more than one match 
in a day, you might want to bring some fruit, food, and a sports drink. (Note: Some 
tournaments require players to adhere to a certain dress code. Please check with the 
tournament director or the tournament page on TennisLink for specific requirements.)  

 
 
Rules and Regulations 
 
As your player enters the competitive world of junior tennis, it is highly recommended that you and he/she 
understand the basic rules of tennis. The USTA Friend at Court is a publication that is produced every 
year with the rules and regulations for all tournament play. This is the “official” rule book that tournament 
directors and officials use. You can view the USTA Friend at Court by going to the USTA website HERE.   
 
It is recommended that players familiarize themselves with “The Code-The Players Guide for Matches 
when Officials are not Present” in the USTA Friend at Court. This provides detailed guidelines 
regarding the following: 

• General Principles of Behavior (courtesy, counting points played in good faith, etc.) 
• The Warm-up 
• Making calls 
• Serving 
• Scoring 
• Hindrance Issues 
• When to Contact an Official 
• Ball Issues 
• Clothing and Equipment  


